IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA.

CASE NO:
FLORIDA BAR NO: 158226
MAUREEN STEVENS, as Personal

AR T 3 {
Representative of the Estate of ROBERT ) :? = Q
STEVENS, Deceased, and on behalf of

MAUREEN STEVENS, Individually, [FEnty B.C.
NICHOLAS STEVENS, HEIDI HOGAN,
and CASEY STEVENS, Survivors, DEC - 2 2003
Plaintiff, CLARENCE MADDOX
g_Lc'.E.R'éFU'FSL'AP'-SRﬁTé.
VS.
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, CLV - HURLEY.
Defendant.

COMPLAINT

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, MAUREEN STEVENS, as Personal Representative
of the Estate of ROBERT STEVENS, Deceased, and on behalf of herself, individually,
and NICHOLAS STEVENS, HEIDI HOGAN, and CASEY STEVENS, Survivors, by
and through her undersigned attorneys, and hereby sues the Defendant, THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, and says:

JURISDICTIONAL ALLEGATIONS
1. This is an action for damages pursuant to Title 28, Section 1346(b) U.S.C.

and this Court has jurisdiction thereunder.
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2. That the Plaintiff has complied with all conditions precedent to bringing
this action pursuant to Title 28, Section 2675 and attaches hereto as Exhibits "A", "B",
"C", and "D", the copies of the notices required thereunder.

3. That at all times material hereto, the Plaintiff, MAUREEN STEVENS,
was a resident of Palm Beach County, Florida.

4. That MAUREEN STEVENS has been appointed as the Personal
Representative of the Estate of ROBERT STEVENS, Deceased, pursuant to an Order of
the Circuit Court, Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, in and for Palm Beach County, a copy of
which is attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit "E".

5. That at the time of his death on October 5, 2001, ROBERT STEVENS left
the following survivors who are claimants in this wrongful death action and on whose
behalf claim is made herein:

A. Maureen Stevens, his wife (age 60);

B. Nicholas Stevens, his son (age 42);

C. Heidi Hogan, his daughter (age 38);

D. Casey Stevens, his daughter (age 23); and
E. The Estate of ROBERT STEVENS.

COUNT I
STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY

6. That the Plaintiff, MAUREEN STEVENS, as Personal Representative of
the Estate of ROBERT STEVENS, Deceased, and on behalf of all of the survivors
thereof, hereby alleges and reavers all of the jurisdictional allegations set forth in

paragraphs 1 through 5 above, as though fully set forth herein.



7. That on or before October 5, 2001, the Defendant, THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, owned, managed, grew, experimented with, and/or was in
control of a certain strain of anthrax bacterium at its Fort Detrick, Maryland facility and
other facilities.

8. That the Defendant, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, knew that
the activities it carried on with the anthrax bacillus were ultra-hazardous activities in that
the mere handling of microscopic quantities of this bacillus involved a potentially high
degree of risk of harm and that that potential harm was likely to be great, namely, the
cause of human death.

9. That despite the above knowledge, the Defendant, THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, failed to adequately secure samples of this highly toxic lethal
bacillus and, as early as 1992, samples of this formidable, dangerous, and highly lethal
organism were known to be missing from the lab at Ft. Detrick, Maryland occupied by
the United States Army Medical Research Institute for Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID),
along with samples of the hanta virus and the ebola virus, pursuant to a memo which is
attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit "F".

10. That on or before October 5, 2001, the Defendant, THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, owed a duty of care, in fact, the highest degree of care, to the
Plaintiff's decedent, ROBERT STEVENS, in its manufacturing, growing, handling,
transporting, utilizing, processing, analyzing, distributing, warehousing, storing, or
testing of the anthrax, based upon its ultra-hazardous and inherently dangerous nature.

11. That since the Defendant, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, was

engaging in the above ultra-hazardous activity, it is liable to the family of ROBERT



‘
STEVENS and his Estate, for his death, even from an unpreventable miscarriage of the
above activity, although the utmost care was exercised to prevent harm.

12.  That as a direct and proximate result of the Defendant, THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, engaging in the ultra-hazardous activities set forth above,
anthrax was obtained either from the USAMRIID lab at Ft. Detrick, Maryland or another
location where the anthrax had previously been sent, and a portion of it was sent to
American Media, Inc., employer of ROBERT STEVENS, where MR. STEVENS was
then exposed to the anthrax and died, as a result, on October 5, 2001.

13.  That as a direct and proximate result of the ultra-hazardous activity
engaged in by the Defendant, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, the decedent's
survivors, and the Estate of ROBERT STEVENS, have been injured and have suffered
damages, to wit:

A. The surviving wife, MAUREEN STEVENS, has lost the
decedent's companionship, services, support, consortium, care, comfort, society, and
affection, and has experienced and will continue to experience mental pain and suffering,
both in the past from the date of decedent's injury and death, and will experience said
mental pain and suffering in the future, to wit: permanently;

B. That the surviving children, NICHOLAS STEVENS, HEIDI
HOGAN, and CASEY STEVENS, have lost the decedent's companionship and affection
and have all experienced and will continue to experience mental pain and suffering, both
in the past from the date of decedent's injury and death, and will experience mental pain

and suffering in the future, to wit: permanently;






