
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

STEVEN J. HATFILL, M.D., :
:

Plaintiff, :
: Civil Action No. 03-1793 (RBW)

v. :
:

JOHN ASHCROFT, et al., :
:

Defendants. :
_______________________________ :

ORDER

Based upon the oral rulings issued at the hearing held on October 21, 2004, in

response to the Agency Defendants’ Motion for a Stay of Deposition Discovery [D.E. #

42], and the plaintiff’s opposition thereto, it is hereby

ORDERED that the defendants’ motion is granted in part and denied in part as

set forth below:

1. Third party discovery, until otherwise authorized by the Court, is limited to

reporters who may have information pertaining to this case.

2. Within two weeks from the date of this Order, the plaintiff shall provide the

defendants with a list of articles or any other activities about which the plaintiff intends

to conduct discovery.  

3. Within two weeks after receipt of the list provided by the plaintiff, the

defendants shall prepare waivers that will include (1) letters from the defendants’

counsel explaining the purpose and scope of the waivers; and (2) an addendum to the

waivers setting forth the list of articles or any other events about which discovery will be

sought.  Deposition discovery shall be limited to attempts to acquire information



List A lists all principal officials from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the United States Attorney’s
1

Office, other components of the Department of Justice, and the United States Postal Inspection Service who were

directly involved in or regularly briefed on the anthrax investigation from June 2002 through August 2003.  Exhibit

B lists the attendees who participated in a joint Federal Bureau of Investigation and United States Postal Inspection

Service meeting regarding the anthrax investigation held on December 4, 2002.

pertaining to the articles and any of the other events listed on the addendum.

4. After distribution of the waivers, the parties will agree among themselves

to a deposition schedule.  However, the discovery authorized by this Order shall be

completed by April 22, 2005.  It is further

ORDERED that within two weeks from the date of this Order, the parties shall

submit a proposed protective order with respect to current and former government

personnel that were excluded from the list of personnel previously provided to the

plaintiff on Lists A and B.   In the event the parties fail to come to agreement with1

respect to the proposed protective order, the parties shall submit separate proposed

orders to the Court for its consideration.

SO ORDERED, this 21st day of October, 2004.

REGGIE B. WALTON
United States District Judge
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